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Deriences bring him to a realisation of what he has missed n Weimar: "What miserable, lonesome creatures we have :o be in the small sovereign states, where a man, especially n my position, is permitted to converse with almost no one tfho has not some petition to present." Reluctantly he eaves the friendly city, where he has enjoyed the further Dleasure of working at his Iphigenie.
He makes a much shorter stay in the larger city of Padua, where little interests him apart from the excellent Dictures by Mantegna. The church of S. Antonio he justly considers barbarous; the angular spirituality of the frescos Dy Giotto in this church, at that time well preserved, and Df those so much admired nowadays in the Madonna dell' iVrena, affords no real pleasure to the poet, who longs for Brilliant colouring, and noble form, and roundness; and Donatello's great equestrian statue of Gattamelata he passes by in silence as ungreek. On the other hand, he is ielighted with a fan palm in the Botanical Garden (now :alled in his honour Palma di Goethe), which in the various stages in the development of its separate parts offers a ine verification of his botanical ideas.
After a stay of forty-eight hours he took a boat down the Brenta and arrived in Venice,75 the Queen of the Adriatic, Dn the afternoon of September 28th. As his boat sailed nto the wonderful island city which had played such a :61e in his fancy since early youth, his soul was filled with solemn awe. "Now, God be thanked, Venice is no longer :o me the mere word, the hollow name, which has so often ;ormented me, me, the mortal enemy of empty words."
Venice was on the decline, but her splendour was still ^reat enough to make an indelible impression upon the :raveller. Her dominion extended from Lake Como to [stria, and embraced the Ionian Islands; among the cities subject to her were Bergamo, Brescia, Verona, Vicenza, md Padua. She still possessed an imposing fleet of war md commercial vessels, and a stately arsenal. Although ler commerce with Asia and Northern Europe had ceased, she had still a considerable trade with the Mediterranean